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ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS MEETING — BIODIVERSITY IN NATIONAL PARKS —
PACKAGING RESOURCE RECOVERY RATES 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.07 pm]: Last Friday I attended a national 
environment ministers meeting in Canberra. Two of the key issues discussed were a federal government proposal 
to impose a further level of regulation on the states’ national parks, and a statement on packaging that will be 
released later this year. The commonwealth is proposing to include biodiversity in national parks and nature 
reserves as a trigger for commonwealth decision-making powers over these areas under the federal Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. Western Australia’s conservation legislation and our 
environmental impact assessment process already provide strong protection for our national parks and nature 
reserves. I have previously told the federal environment minister, Hon Tony Burke, that I do not support this 
unnecessary commonwealth intrusion into this area, which is a state responsibility. Not only would it add 
another layer of uncertainty and bureaucracy and delays in decision making, it would also have the perverse 
consequence of making it more difficult to get support in some quarters to establish new national parks and 
nature reserves in this state. I raised my concern with Mr Burke and other environment ministers at the meeting 
in Canberra on Friday. The environment ministers from Victoria and New South Wales also share my concerns. 
Essentially, the commonwealth is proposing that any significant management activity, improvement in visitor 
access or facilities or development in a national park or nature reserve will have to be referred under the EPBC 
act. It will affect 1 380 parks and reserves covering almost seven per cent of WA. It will divert funding that 
otherwise would be used for park management and improving visitor facilities. I am also concerned about the 
federal government’s possible introduction of cost recovery to resource the Canberra bureaucracy for 
administration of the EPBC act. This is core business of the federal government and I would be concerned about 
any impacts on the state and businesses.  

In respect of packaging, I inform the house that the council meeting endorsed in principle a draft statement on 
this issue that will be released for public comment later this year. The draft statement aims to improve packaging 
resource recovery rates and reduce litter. It will further promote a national approach to the consideration of 
options such as container deposits and industry product stewardship schemes.  
 


